THE MASTER AND CHAITANYAISM

thought of Sree Chaitanya, that descended from the
ambrosial ocean of love, wrapped him up like a warm
cloak, the balmy lid of his mind gently closed over it, and
there was Samadhi.

The Master's very presence in the Samkirtan parties
drew a flood of emotion from the surcharged hearts of the
Bhaktas. Such Bhakti, undiluted with the least particle of
affectation, is a very healthy passion ; without it our hearts
droop and close up like flowers at sunset. As Vijaykrishna
ejaculated, "Glory to Thee, 0 Son of Sachee", he seemed
to hear the love-roars of Sree Gouranga that had once
shaken Navadwip. The Bhaktas loved to dive in the
stream of love ; they forgot how to swim. The hairs on
the comeliest person of the Master resembled the petals
of the Kadamba flower. The ejaculations of the Bhaktas,
such as "0 Sachee's Darling", were the terse mystic
utterances of the soul, setting the pitch, as it were, for the
ascending lyrical strain. Such passionateness is born of
the wondrous .deliciousness of Kevala Bhakti and is impos-
sible for one in the quietistic stage. Sadhu Haribolanand
suddenly rushed towards  Vijaykrishna,  who again
embraced him, and the two began a fine rhythmic dance.
At this the hearts of the thousands of bystanders began to
beat faster and faster with joy, the emotion directrice of
love. It is only on such occasions that Kirtan achieves its
purpose by re-orienting our spiritual energies, by keeping
our faith, the presiding genius of religious emotion, and by
chastening and transfiguring the self of our selves.

At the end of the eclipse, Vijaykrishna went to bathe
in the Ganges, and the Bhaktas sprinkled water on his
body. In the manifest Krishna-Z^, the Gopis did the
same, lapping the waters of the Jumna with the soft
touches of their little hands. As Vijaykrishna was return-
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